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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

Comments on the Planning Appeal

APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

I ask that the following is taken into account in considering the application referenced above:

1. Impact on traffic volumes and accident levels on Ulnes Walton Lane and connecting roads

The scale of the impact of the additional traffic impact on Ulnes Walton Lane and all connecting roads is
simply not sustainable. Ulnes Walton Lane is just that, with no footpaths and no streetlighting
populated with a range of agricultural and equestrian businesses and residential dwellings It also forms
a critical link between two national cycle routes (Nrs 62 and 55) and forms a key link in a range of
bridleways. All of these uses are reliant on relatively low levels of traffic. Large slow moving
agricultural vehicles, horse riders, cyclists and pedestrian uses are just not sustainable on a winding
lane with no footpaths or lighting if traffic volumes are to be allowed to increase in the manner
proposed.
Increases in accidents and injury clearly foreseeable and disproportionate to the public good arising
from additional prison places in this location
The mitigations proposed will be totally ineffective:
• The references to use of public transport for staff and visitors are misleading as return trips via
Croston railway station are not practicable as the bus service is effectively one way, so as now, all staff
and visitors will default to using cars.
• The Ministry of Justice suggest that staff and visitors will be able to use trains and buses to reach the
prison, yet is proposing to build over 500 parking spaces, confirming that residents of Chorley and
South Ribble will experience a massive increase in vehicle traffic (Up to 2000 movements per day). It
should be borne in mind that theses movement will not be spread out over a 24 hour period, but as
now, will consist of dense high speed convoys at the beginning and end of shifts and at the start and
finish of visiting times at weekends.
• There will be no respite even at weekends as reductions in staffing will be outweighed by significantly
increased visitor numbers
• There are no pedestrian crossings on any of the Roads Adjacent to the prison and buses will need to
execute a three point turn adjacent to homes, just to pick up school children in Moss Lane.
• All prisoner transfers to the new 1700 space prison will be via car or van, further increasing pressure
on the roads. The impact of this is not even mentioned in the Ministry of Justice proposal and these
movements will continue to avoid the public transport system but more than double the existing
• Previous traffic surveys show that 10-15% of traffic using Ulnes Walton and School Lane already
travels in excess of the 20, 30 and 40mph speed limits applying on these roads
The increase in traffic volumes proposed is simply incompatible with 20mph limits applying on School
Lane and Slater Lane, which are both used by vehicles exiting the prison site to the North. These limits
we imposed to protect residents, but even if rigorously enforced, residents will simply be unable to
cross roads or exit their home due to high traffic volume.
Moss Lane, Ulnes Walton Lane, Slater Lane, Dunkirk Lane, Southport Road, and School Lane all form
part of the walking routes to local Primary and Secondary schools. There is nothing in the proposals to
protect the children and this should be considered totally unacceptable.
We know Holker Lane has been and will continue to be used for prisoner transfers, whether this is
within Ministry of Justice guidance or not. The plans suggest this will only increase especially as
resettlement prison will naturally default to shorter stays. Holker Lane is a single carriageway with
limited passing places and putting up signs will not prevent abuse by prison traffic regardless of
whether staff or visitors or suppliers.
The road junctions at Slater Lane/ School Lane , Dunkirk Lane / School Lane, Long Meanygate/ Dunkirk
Lane, Southport Road / Ulnes Walton Lane and Southport Road / New Lane, will all come under
massive pressure and current road alignments and residential housing and green belt, mean that these
issues cannot be resolved. Hence, there risk of road accidents and increased pollution.
The plans seem to ignore entirely the additional traffic load which will arise from the 900 home and
factory development off Long Meanygate, Leyland , which will considerably ramp up the pressure on
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the above junctions before construction work on the proposed prison even starts. The Ministry of
Justice seem to be under the impression that their development trumps the existing developments
approved by the Authority in adjacent Post Codes.
Emergency services vehicles will need direct access to the increased prison community. We already
have ambulances attending the two existing prisons on a daily basis. This can be expected to double
with the increase in prisoners, yet these vehicles will be traveling the same roads (With no footpaths
and no street lighting) as walkers, agricultural vehicles, school children, horses, cattle, and cyclists.
The Council should also consider what the capacity of the road network will be when a riot situation
inevitably arises at one or more of the prisons. Last time this occurred, the roads around Wymott were
lined with double decker buses bringing Police and prison staff from across the wider region.
The local road network cannot accommodate an increase in emergency vehicles which will not just
include several ambulances per day, but should account for the need to accommodate 20 or more fire
appliances, fleets of ambulances and as many as 1000 police officers complete riot gear and mobile
command units and TV crews. There is no provision in the flawed proposals.
The Ministry of Justice is very unclear how the existing and new prisons will be heated going forward
other than to say the existing boiler house will be demolished. The proposal makes no provision for
how the expected doubling of HGV transports of fuel each week will be accommodated or even if the
existing junctions and Bridge on Ulnes Walton Lane can accommodate the extra loads.
In times of flooding of the River Lostock access on Ulnes Walton Lane from the south is cut off entirely.
This area illustrated in the Environment Agency supplied map below is designated Zone 3 i.e. “high
probability of flooding”. When the flooding occurs it condenses all traffic movements to the residential
roads to the north (Which have 20mph limits). Under the Ministry of Justice plans this will be a
quadrupling of normal traffic loading. The frequency of flooding will increase with global warming. We
are in no doubt access required will be required by the Ministry of Justice traffic at all times including in
flooding and they will expect this to take precedence over the safety of residents and other users of the
road network which is simply not sustainable.
Environment Agency map of flood risk over Ulnes Walton Lane at bridge over River Lostock

Key: Dark blue is Zone 3 – high probability of flooding

2 The Density of development within the Green belt is unacceptable notwithstanding previous
development.

As per policy BNE5, the proposed development does have material greater impact on the openness of
the land and Green belt, and it does not respect the character of the landscape (Which is essentially
agricultural with low rise residential development), and the need to integrate the development into the
surroundings. The proposal will be a major increase in the developed proportion of the site and the
appearance of the site will be significantly detrimentally affected and should be rejected outright.
It should be noted that when the original Wymott Prison was developed, it was essentially at low rise
and screened. Following the riot and fire, new cell blocks were given permission to be built higher,
setting a terrible precedent. An attempt was made at screening with tree planting. But this still allows
prisoners able to shout to and at passers-by. The new prison development removes much of the tree
planting that was done for Wymott, damaging the appearance of the site as a whole.
In addition, the new buildings are planned at 4 storey height (Plus roofing), so will tower over the
adjacent residential dwellings which are very close to the perimeter. No amount of landscaping will be
able to screen this impact and in fact there is no attempt to do this. There are no buildings elsewhere
in the parish that come close to this height and such buildings would materially impact the area in a
very negative way.
The cumulative impact of the development of 3 three prisons representing the largest number of prison
places in the UK, in just a few acres of land in one parish, is totally inconsistent with policy and the
needs of the community and should be rejected outright.
The proposal from the Ministry of Justice attempts to hide the likely impact of a new boiler house. The
existing boiler house is a large and tall building with an even taller chimney 10s of metres high. The
Ministry of Justice say they will demolish this entirely and replace with a new facility that will service
both the existing prisons but also the new prison. No location is specified for this facility yet to be even
remotely efficient it must be very close to the proposed prison footprint and of at least double capacity,
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all of which points much larger structure than the existing boiler house with much taller chimney.
Although the Ministry of Justice have avoided being explicit this new building and chimney will claim
further green belt land and be totally out of proportion and scale with existing development in the
parish.

3 Loss of Amenity
There are a number of significant and unmitigated losses of amenity that will impact residents and
recreational visitors alike:
3.1 Light Pollution
The Ministry of Justice make no mention of the massively increased light pollution which will be
throughout the hours of darkness for the life of the Prison. This will not just come from the perimeter
security lighting, but more significantly for residents on all of: the Wymott Estate, Moss Lane, Ulnes
Walton Lane and Hedgerows Road, lighting from towers used to illuminate the new large car park
throughout the hours of darkness. The existing prison car parks are remote from most of the existing
residential properties and flanked on two side by prison walls and on a third by existing woodland. The
new car park is to be immediately adjacent to residential properties and the existing tree screening is
to be removed. This is a development in the green belt and not a city centre or designated industrial
park and such a massive increase in light pollution has to be prevented. It is hard too see how
residents will be able to sleep with almost permanent daylight, along with the impacts on wildlife and
livestock.
3.2 Increased air pollution
Increased pollution will arise from:
• Doubling of traffic movements on the local road network including by HGVs transporting fuel for the
prison boilers
• Massive increase in traffic idling at road junctions (that will not be able to modified to accept
increased volumes) and around agricultural vehicles, cyclists, walkers and horse riders.
• Massively increased volumes of slow moving traffic in residential roads currently restricted to 20mph
• The new boiler house which will need to burn significantly more fuel
The area around the existing prison forms links for bridle paths, walking routes to local schools and
national cycling routes. Increased pollution will negatively impact all of this and there is no attempt at
mitigation by the Prison Service.
3.3 Increased congestion
Increased traffic volumes will increase travel times, delays journeys and further increase car use as
parent seek to protect children traveling to and from school, from both increased accident risk, but also
increased pollution levels. The local road network has already to accept the impact of an adjacent 900
home residential and industrial development being progressed currently off Longmeanygate a road that
will form a feeder route for Prison traffic and intersects Dunkirk Lane near to the junction with School
lane, both of which have poor visibility. There are no pedestrian crossings on any of the Roads Adjacent
to the prison and buses will need to execute a three point turn adjacent to homes, just to pick up
school children in Moss Lane.
The increase in traffic volumes will lead to more accidents and then almost certainly cause Sustrans to
remove Ulnes Walton Lane and Holker Lane from its network mapping, leading to further loss of
amenity to the residents of both Chorley and South Ribble. All at a time when the Council, County
Council and Government has obligations to reduce carbon footprint of travel and encourage exercise as
a means of improving the health and well being of its residents.

3.4 Increase Noise and Intimidation
Increased noise pollution will lead to loss of amenity for residents and visitors. Increased noise will
arise from:
• Increased traffic volumes will increase noise levels – doubling of traffic volumes
• Security alarms on cell blocks and boiler house alarms will increase in volume – these can be heard
as far away as Hedgerows Road on still nights, but this will become a 24/7 feature of the
neighbourhood
• Shouting and intimidation from the cell blocks by prisoners will increase and will be clearly audible to
residents including children. This will be made worse by the increased height of the cell blocks and
proximity to residential properties
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