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The Planning Inspectorate

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)
Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

DETAILS OF THE CASE

Appeal Reference APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

Appeal By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

Site Address Land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott
Leyland
PR26 8NH
Grid Ref Easting: 350521
Grid Ref Northing: 420854

SENDER DETAILS

Name MR JOHN WRIGHT

Address Hanging Bridges Farm Meadow Lane
Croston
LEYLAND
PR26 9JP

Company/Group/Organisation Name Chorley Liberal Democrats

ABOUT YOUR COMMENTS

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?

Appellant

Agent

Interested Party / Person

Land Owner

Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

Final Comments

Proof of Evidence

Statement

Statement of Common Ground

Interested Party/Person Correspondence
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Other

YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

Statement from Chorley Liberal Democrats

Since plans were first announced to build a third prison at Ulnes Walton, adjacent to HMPs Wymott and
Garth, opposition to this development within the local community and the surrounding area has
become widespread, as residents have become increasingly aware of the significant detrimental impact
that it would have on their community and quality of life. We share these serious concerns. For many
years now, residents have lived with and put up with the day-to-day inconveniences of having two
prisons on their doorstep, but this third prison, itself bigger than the two existing prisons put together,
is very much a step too far. The number of prisoners living in Ulnes Walton will outnumber local
residents by almost 10 to 1 if this development goes ahead.

We object to the planning application on three principal grounds:
- increased traffic congestion and the increased risk to road safety;
- increased noise pollution and air pollution in the adjacent communities;
- destruction of green belt, wildlife habitat and areas for community use.

As a political party we spoke to many local residents on their doorsteps during the recent local
elections. Whilst some residents thought that the new prison might bring job opportunities, the vast
majority were of the opinion that the supposed economic benefits of the development were overstated,
and that any opportunities created by the new prison were far outweighed by its negative impact on
local communities.

As one of the main local political parties with strong connections to the local community, we have
examined the case put forward by the Ministry of Justice, and the counter arguments put forward by
the local residents’ group, and we feel that there is compelling evidence to reject the planning
application, on the grounds stated above. In addition, the scale, design and positioning of the
development, it’s position on green belt land much used and cherished by the local community, and it’s
proximity to local residential housing all make this location totally unsuitable. The lack of easy public
transport access further exacerbates the unsuitability of this location.

We are also aware that there are other potential sites for a new prison in the north west that have been
considered and rejected by the Ministry of Justice, but that there is at least one site (and possibly
others) that would have far less negative impact on the local community if adopted instead of the small
rural community of Ulnes Walton, and the surrounding area.

We implore the Planning Inspectorate to listen to the views of local residents and their representatives,
recognise the hugely negative impact this development will have on the area, and reject the application
by the Ministry of Justice.

Thank you.

John Wright, on behalf of Chorley Liberal Democrats
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