	10 Slater Court, Leyland, PR26 7SA
01772 458338    m:07506873672	ahthomas@btopenworld.com


T. Gilbert-Wooldridge BA MTP MRTPI IHBC
The Planning Inspectorate
3/J Kite Wing, Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Temple Quay
Bristol BS1 6PN
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk
Case ref: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556
2 May 2022
Dear Sir,
I write to object to the Ministry of Justice’s proposal for a Mega-prison at Ulnes Walton, adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott, on  the following grounds.

Increased traffic and inadequate highway infrastructure.
All the roads in the close vicinity of the current two prisons and the proposed third Mega-prison are no more than country lanes. They have no pavements for pedestrians and no street lighting. There are many bends and corners. Many stretches are bounded by hedges. This is especially the case for Ulnes Walton Lane. In consequence, the visibility for road users is often restricted and both pedestrians and motorists are at high risk of accident and injury. These risks are all the greater for cyclists, horse-riders and the farm traffic that use the road.
There are, of course, speed limits in force. These may be observed by some road users. But a significant minority (perhaps 15 percent) exceed the speed limits. Vehicles travelling at 100 mph have been observed, and many exceed the 20, 30 and 40 mph limits. At a time when the politicians and officials in 10 Downing Street are issued with fixed penalty notices for prolific breaches of anti-Covid regulations and the rule of law is flouted, it is no surprise that speed limits are openly ignored with impunity.
Additional traffic-calming measures such as chicanes or speed-bumps may be suggested as a way of palliating the risks arising from the inadequate highway infrastructure, and they may perhaps have the intended effect. But to motorists determined to take risks, these measures are just as likely to be seen as additional challenges to their driving skills and to have a perverse contrary effect to the one intended.
The large number of additional staff required for the proposed Mega-Prison will be a major addition to the many already travelling to the two existing prisons on the Wymott site. All will almost certainly travel by car, almost all one person per vehicle. To these must be added the numerous visitors – not only personal visitors to prisoners and but also lawyers and others visiting in professional capacities. These will all add to traffic flows and greatly increase the risks to road users.
Lancashire County Council Highways Dept surveyed the traffic using Ulnes Walton Lane in October 2019. It recorded over 4,000 vehicles per day. The MoJ estimates that the proposed Mega-Prison will increase this by more than a further 2,000 vehicles. 
During the construction phase, the narrow winding country lane will have to be used by large HGVs and construction plant and machinery, with consequent increased risk to other road users and the environment.
Access to the Wymott site by public transport is currently inadequate and will be even more so if the mega prison is added to the site. 
Access to the two existing prisons and the proposed new Mega-prison would be much improved if, instead of using Ulnes Walton Lane, it is restricted to the A59, the B5248 and Ridley Lane. This would entail upgrading about 500 metres of Ridley Lane and its junction with the B5248 at the railway bridge, but would avoid disturbance to extensive residential areas in Leyland, Croston, Wymott village etc.
Given the Category C role intended for the proposed Mega-Prison, which includes day-release for large numbers of prisoners to attend training and employment, a much more sustainable policy would locate the proposed Mega-Prison closer to the motorway system and with good access to public transport links (trains and busses) to major conurbations.
If the Mega-prison is approved, much-improved public transport arrangements are essential.
Existing public transport to/from the Wymott site comprises an hourly circular loop bus route that takes 50 minutes from Leyland town centre and 1 hour 25 minutes from Preston, with no service on Sundays or bank holidays. This is completely inadequate to the needs of prison staff, prisoners attending training or employment, or visitors to the prison. The nearest rail station is at Croston: from there it is about a one-hour walk along busy country lanes, or a 7-minute taxi drive at a cost of £9-£12. Neither of these are suitable for regular travel to work by staff or for large numbers of prisoners travelling to/from training or employment.

Impact on the openness of the Green Belt.
The area surrounding the proposed 3-prison site is very largely flat open farm-land crossed by drainage ditches, Wymott Brook, the Rivers Lostock and Douglas, and the Leeds-Liverpool canal. It is also crossed by pathways, bridle paths, farm tracks and country lanes. As such it affords very substantial amenity value to walkers, horse-riders, cyclists, bird-watchers and people who enjoy the open countryside and appreciate its recreational value. This amenity value will be intruded upon by the size and prominence of the proposed Mega-Prison and by the great increase in traffic on narrow country lanes that the Mega-Prison will generate. 
A Mega-Prison would require public footpaths to be diverted and their amenity value to be diminished. Wildlife habitats would be lost due to the removal of woodland and hedgerows.
Other more suitable and sustainable sites are available across the North-West of England. The proposed development goes against established government policy that prioritises development of brownfield sites. The proposed Wymott site is agricultural land – a greenfield side – within the Green Belt and in open countryside.
Selection of the site has been secretive, sheltering behind alleged ‘commercial confidentiality’. No evidence has been made available that other possible sites have been considered, nor of why such possibilities have been rejected and Wymott chosen.
The proposed Mega-Prison will increase carbon emissions and pollution, not only by the staff and prisoners themselves but also by the increase in vehicle traffic to and from the prison.

Harmful impact on the amenity of residents due to noise and disturbance.
The noise and disturbance of construction of a new Mega-prison cannot but impact on the amenity and peace of the residents in an otherwise quiet rural area. The sound of pile-drivers, diggers and other heavy machinery carries great distances over flat open country and disturbs the peace of people and livestock. Experience at HMP Five Wells shows that while limits on working hours may be imposed as a condition of approval, subsequently such limits were extended or relaxed as inevitable construction delays exert time-pressure on contractors, to 0730-2100 Mondays to Saturdays and 0930-1630 on Sundays and bank holidays.
Past experience during the building of HMP Garth showed that any limitations placed on noise and disturbance were not adhered to and no enforcement action was taken.
Building components will be manufactured off-site at various locations, none of them in Lancashire, so local businesses will see little or no supply-chain benefit. MoJ predict that only 10 percent of the construction jobs will go to local people.
It may be claimed that construction of a Mega-prison will increase local employment. Government procurement procedures are likely to require competitive tendering for the contract from preferred bidders, and this will mean that most of the employees for construction work will be brought in from outside the immediate area, and any employment or commercial benefit to the local economy will be minimal. 
After the proposed construction phase, harmful impact on the amenity of residents will continue. Staff of the proposed adjacent Mega-prison will generate incoming and outgoing traffic rush-hours at each shift-change which will be perhaps double what is already generated by the staff of HMPs Garth and Wymott. Since staff will be recruited from within a 40-mile radius (according to the MoJ), the great majority can be expected to travel between work and their already established homes, using the narrow country lanes (described above). Similarly, any additional contribution to the economy from their spending will very probably be distributed across the region and not confined to the immediate locality. 
The significant additional level of lighting required for the proposed Mega-Prison will adversely affect the visual experience of people and wildlife in a wide surrounding area.
The size and mass of the proposed 4-storey buildings of the proposed Mega-Prison would significantly change the pleasant rural countryside. Its visual impact would result in irreversible harm to the open views in the generally flat countryside.

Location
A 500-place car park is proposed, accessed via Moss Lane and sited directly opposite and within 50m of residential property. Experience from other Mega-Prison developments (e.g. HMP Berwyn) shows that  500 places for a staff of over 700 is unlikely to be adequate and is likely to result in obstructive and/or illegal parking on surrounding roads. 
If the proposal is approved, residents in existing houses will have the nuisance of frequent traffic to the reception building plus the 5m high razor-wire-topped security fence and lighting at the end of their gardens.
The addition of the proposed Mega-Prison could mean that Ulnes Walton will house 30 percent of the prison population of North-West England, with more prisoners than local residents.

Conclusion
Chorley Borough Council has already rejected this proposed development of a Mega-Prison on the Wymott site, for numerous reasons based on the local knowledge of its councillors and officials and their concern for the interests of local residents.
For those reasons and for the reasons stated above, I urge you to reject the proposal.
If, despite all these objections, approval is given for the Mega-Prison, it is essential that conditions are imposed requiring amendments to meet as many as possible of these objections.
Yours faithfully
Alastair H. Thomas.
